PEEFACE,

THE HIBBE:RT TRUSTEES,, having- requested the publi-
cation of these lectures, desire to state some of the
circumstances which led to their delivery.

The Founder of the Trust, Mr. Robert Hibbert, who
died in 1849, bequeathed a sum of money .with direc-
tions that the income should be applied in a manner
indicated in general terms by him, but with large
latitude of interpretation to the Trustees. The par-
ticulars are stated in a Memoir of Mr. Hibbert, printed
in I874.1

For many years the Trustees appropriated their funds
almost entirely to the higher culture of students for
the Christian ministry, thus carrying out the instruction
to adopt s-uch scheme as they cin their uncontrolled
discretion from time to time' should deem ' most con-
ducive to the spread of Christianity in its most simple
and intelligible form, and to the unfettered exercise of
private judgment in matters of religion.3

In succeeding years other applications of the fund
have been suggested to the Trustees, some of which
have been adopted. One of the^ latest has been the
institution of a Hibbert Lecture on a plan similar to
that of the e Bampton * and ' Congregational' Lectures.

1 Memoir of Robert Hibbert, Esq., Founder of the Hibbert Trust,
with, a sketch of its history, by Jerom Muroh, one of the Trustees.